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RELIGIOUS MAXIMS 
HAVING A CONNECTION WITH HOLINESS. 
(Continued from page 161, of Vol. V. of the Guibr.) 


CX XXII. 

One of those things which particularly characterizes the holy mind, in dis- 
tinction from the unholy or vatural mind, and also in distinetion from the 
partially sanetified mind, is, that in the allotment which falls to it in life, ul 
chooses to be, and loves to be, where it is; and has no disposition and no desire 

to be any where else, til! the providence of God clearly indicates that the 
time has come for a removal. 


CXXXIII.. 
Whenever we propose to change our situation in life, by establishing some 


hew relations, or by entering into some new business, it becomes, first of 


all, a most important religious duty, to lay all our thoughts and plans before 


our Heavenly Father for his approbation. Otherwise it is possible, and even 


probable, that we shall be found running the immense risk of moving in our 

own wisdom and out of God’s wisdom, in our own order and out of God’s 
order, for our own ends and out of God’s ends. f 
CXXXIV. | 

It is one of the marks of a soul wholly given to God, when we find that 

we are able, viewing all things in God and God in all things, to receive both 

praise and blame with a quiet and equal spirit; neither unduly depressed on 

the one hand, nor elated on the other. | 
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CXXXV., 
It is good.to take up and to bear the cross, whatever it may be, which God 
sees fit to impose. But it is not good and not safe to make crosses of our 
own; and, by an act of our own choice, to Impose upon ourselves burdens 
which God does not require, and does not authorize. Such a course always | 
implies either a faith too weak or a will too strong; either a fear to trust 
God’s way, or a desire to have our own way. 


CXXXVI. 
‘The more we are disunited from thé unnecessary and tangling alliances of 
this life, the more fully and freely will our minds be directed to the lite 
which is to come. ‘The more we are separated from that which is temporal, 
the more closely shall we be allied to that which is eternal; the more we 


are disunited from the creatures, the more we shall be united to the Creator. 


CXXXVII. 
Adversity, in the state of things in the present life, has far less danger for 
us than prosperity. Both, when received in the proper spirit, may tend to_ 
our spiritual advancement. But the tendency of adversity, in itself con- 
sidered, is to show tis ouf we eakness, and to lead us to Ged.; while the natu- 


‘ral tendency of prosperity, separate from the correctives and the directions: 


of divine grace, is to inspire us with self-confidence, and to turn us away =} 
irom God. 


CXAXVIII. 


The goods ot this werld, those thing ss which are suited to our conven- 
lence and comfort, are not necessarily unholy. Unholinéss attaches to the 
manner; that is to say, to the spirit or temper, cousidered in relation to God, 
in Which we receive and hold and employ them. If we receive and hold 
them as God’s gifts, and in subordination to his will, they are good., But it 
we hold aud employ them as our: ‘own possessions, and irrespective of God's 
willythey are evil. 

| CXXXIX, 

It is as necessary, in the progress and support of a holy life, to- oregulete our 
friendships and our love,(we mean here our love of creatures,) as it is 10 
regulate our displeasure and anger. We may as really love too much and 
sin, as we may be displeased too much and sin. The holy mind may be 
said, with a degree of propriety, to stand in a state of indifference, relatively 
“to itself. ‘That is to say, it seeks nothings desires vothing, loves. bothing, is 
averse from nothing, and‘ is angry with nothing exceptan: Ged’s tile and 
way, I God and For God. 

who aim at the results of Christian experience, 
attach a suitable value to your reputation ; to that honorable e acceptance and 
name Which God may see fit to give to you with’ your fellow men; but do net 
seek it in the first instance, nor seek to maintain it afterwards by any other 
means than those which God approves. As no other name is desirable, 
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except what he in his providence gives, so no other name is desirable except 
what he is able and willing to keep for us. In other words, trust your repu 
tation with God in the same way and on the same principles that you trust 


every thing else with him. 


It is a principle in sound mofdls, and equally so in religion, that actions 
should be judged of by the intentions which prompt, rather than by the sue- 
cess Which attends them. Our great work, therefore, is to haye a right 


heart. 
CXLIL. 


It is very important that our desires should be kept in entire subjection. 
lf the providence of God reaches to all things, not excepting the numbering 
of the hairs of our heads, it is certain that a man never desires strongly 
without running the hazard, which is always a very great and responsible 
one, of exercising desire against the claims of God's providential order. 
We cannot keep in harmony with God, without having our desires in sub- 
jection to a higher desire or purpose, that of God himself. 


CXLIII. 
{tis the providences of God, taken undoubtedly in connection with other 
sources of information, which indicate, in particular, the will of God; and 
those providences are revealed, and can be revealed, only moment by moment. 


The doctrine of living in the present moment, therefore, or in the state of 
momentary inward recollection, is founded not only on the necessily oi 


watching against temptation, which is one reason for it, but on the fixed and 
immutable relation existing between the providences of God and the claims 
of God upon the human soul. If we are bound to obey the will of God, and 
if we can know his present will, which is wecessarily the source of present 
obligation, only in connection with his providences, it is very obvious that 
there can be no other mode of holy living than that of living by the moment. 


CXLIV. 

In the discharge of those duties which are incumbent upon us, if our 
hearts are right with God, we shall consider it indispensably necessary to 
employ just means, as well as to aim at just ends. And however just and 
desirable the ends may be, io themselves considered, if the methods or 
means are such as we cannot rightfully employ, we must always regard the 
end as forbidden. | 

| CXLV. 

“ The kingdom of God is within you.” The soul’s inward redemption, that 
is to say, its redemption from present sin and its unity with God in will and 
life, can be sustained, aud sustained only, by the present indwelling and op- 
eration of the Holy Ghost. | 

CXLVI. 

The world is sometimes described as a troublesome world ; but I think 
there is still greater and more practical truth in a remark which is some- 
times made, that our chief troubles do not arise from our living in the 
world, but from the fact of the world’s living in us, X.Y. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Betovep Br. Kine,— The following essay was read before our Ministe- 
rial Association of Readfield District, at our last meeting, Feb., 1845. |: 
was my purpose, while writing this paper, to forward it to the Guips, if it 
) should pass the ordeal of the Association. We admit the subject to be one 
bi fe of immense importance. But as desirable as uniformity is in the whole 
| church of Christ in respect to this great doctrine, I am not quite sure that 
+ we, as a people, are upon this point of “one heart and one mind.’ Would 
¥ that it were so, [For a peculiar calling is ours.* A glorious, and yet fear- 
ful, responsibility rests upon us. In this day of schism, earthly attraction, 
rs and of “philosophy, falsely so called,” my heart cries out, O for oneness on 
a the heavenly subject of Holiness. One in doctrine, one in spirit and pur- 
ts pose, “one faith, one baptism ;” even “the baptism of the Holy Ghost.” 
| J. W. Troe. 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REGENERATION AND SANCTIFICATION. 


Regeneration is nothing short of a moral resurrection, wrought 
by the Holy Spirit. [t is a Scriptural designation for the ‘ new 
i birth.” Thus the children of God are said to be ‘ quickened,”’ 

or raised to spiritual life, to be “born of the Spirit.” ‘God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he has loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ.” Eph. i. 4, 5. | 

» Regeneration is instantaneous. It is uever represented in the 
Bible as progressive. All the scripture expressions used to desig- 
nate it, originally deuote.events instantaneous in their accom- 
plishment ; and therefore in their figurative application indicate 
‘the nature of the fact to which they are applied. Thus we have 
/ ~ the expressions “born again?’ — “created anew ” + ‘ quicken- 
. ed,” &c. We are also taught the same truth in the experience 
of the subjects of this great change, as recorded in the Scrip- 
tures, and in Christian biography of every age. Thus the three 
thousand at the Pentecost, who in one day were turned ‘ from 

darkness to light; and from the power of Satan unto God.” — . 
Regeneration then is instantaneous, jand perfecte at once’; 
~ being that patt of conversion which might ‘be denominated the 
inward work, in distinction froia the external work, by which we 


mean the forgiveness of past sins, or justification. Regeneration 
ai aad is therefore a concomitant of justification; but there is no ne- 
ant ans | * As a church we profess to have been raised up by the providence of God, *‘ to spread 


Scriptural holiness throughout the land.” : 
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cessary connection between the blessing of justification and entire 
sanctification. Hence justified believers are exhorted, in the lan- 
guage of Inspiration, to “go on to perfection,” with the assur- 
ance, ‘This is the will of God, even your sinetification. 
“Waving therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God ;”’ 2 Cor. vil. 1. The persons here addressed 
are obviously the children of God. This the appellation “ dear- 
ly beloved” indicates ; and it is.assumed insthe following exhor- 
tation, “Be uot unequally. yoked together with unbelievers.” 
They were therefore Christians, but not wholly sanctified ones. 
They were “born again,” but still had need of further cleans- 
ing from moral pollution. Hence the prayer of St. Paul on 
another occasien, ‘The very God of peace sanctify you 
WHOLLY.” | 

Regeneration is bringing the soul into spiritual lig. Sancti- 
fication is maturity in that life, and is both progressive and in- 


_Stantaneous; being commenced in regengration, and carried on 


in a justified life, and’‘completed or made entire when there is an 
entire consecration made, and perfect faith exercised, laying hold 


upon Jesus as a present and perfect sanctifier. The instantane- 


ous part of the work is experienced at this point. Says Mr. 
Wesley, ‘“ Regencration is a part of sanctification —not the 
whole; it is the gate to it; the entrance into it.” | 

In a regenerate state there may be found the remaias of in- 
dwelling sin. That is, though the leve of sin is gone, and its 
dominion over the soul destroyed, yet there are remaining sinful 
propensities and dispositions. These are felt-and exhibited, 


more or less, until that moment when We enter ito God, by ap- 


propriating the blood of his Son to our own hearts, in an exer- 
cise of unwavering faith. It is then that the whole man Is reg- 

5 
ulated by the power of the Eternal Spirit. We consider man’s 


sinfulaess to consist in the perversion of his nature ; that nature 


that was at first given him. [Low distorted we find his features, 
when comparing the image he now bears, with that in which he 
was at first created! “This is seen in the irregularities and ex- 


cesses of his appetites, propensities and -affections ; and from 
.. these irregularities and excesses have arisen a clamorous throng, 
of artificial appetites, propensities and affections, or passions. — 


Hence man’s misuse of his faculties, to which he is led by these 
perversions. Here is inbred sin propelling to actual sin. 

To be cleansed from sin, then, or, speaking more plainly, to be 
delivered. from sinfulness and from sinning, we must have the 
Whole mind operated upon by Omnipotence. The reculating 
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word must be spoken by Him, who, Himself, is the rightful 
centre to which every movement of each part should tend. 

This word is spoken, this regulation is effected, and our sinful- 
ness destroyed, when we bring our whole being to the one point 
of unreserved consecration and unyielding faith. This is entire 
sanctification. 

From the moment of regeneration to this moment, we have 
been realizing a gradual rectifying of the inward, as well as the 
outward man, in just the proportion that we have advanced In 
the spirit of our regeneration. 

Says Mr. Wesley again, to illustrate both vo cradual and in- 
stantancous part of sanctification, ‘A man may be dying for some 
time; yet he does not, properly speaking, die till the instant the 
soul is separated from the body; and in that instant he lives 
the life of eternity. In like manner he may be dying to sin for 
some time ; yet he is not dead fo sin until sin is separated from 
the soul. And ii that instant he lives the full life of love.” 

We need not here ask, if-the mind, the understanding , the 
affections and the will, are all regulated, ~where i is our liability to 
sin —our need of watching afterward 3 We are ‘kept by the 
power of God; (1 Pet. 1. 5,) and that power is exerted for us 
ouly on conditisns which we are liable to fail of performing. 


The question is sometimes asked, Wherein do the fruits of- 
sanctification 9 from those of regeneration? It is certain 


they, difier only in degree, for in both cases they are brought 
forth by the valiiiien of the same Spirit. “The fruit of the 
Spirit,” (Gal. Vv. 22, 23,) is found upon/every branch of “ the 
true Vine;” but the sanctified ones, being purged, (purified, 


John xv. 2,)° “bring forth more fruit ;’ pleasant fruit, unmixed”. 


with the bitter ‘and acid: fruits of yeu, much fruit, unto 
perfection.” Merein i is my Father glorified, that ‘ye bear much 
fruit.” 
In conclusion, L am constrained in the light of this subject to 
make two 


“= 


1. It is the glorious privilege and imperative duty of every | 


Christian who is not “sanctified wholly,” to seek and find entire’ 


deliverance from. inbred sin, as: a second and distinct ree 


2. As ministérs and aoe Fatt of the ‘Methodist Episcopal 
Church, we are under peculiar obligations in respect to the expe- 
rience of this great second blessing, and the promulgation of Ho- 
LinEss, the crowning doctrine of the Gospel. . 


Maine Conference, Kent's Hill. 
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BE SPECIFIC IN CONFESSION. 
LETTER TO A MINISTER. 


if a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone: 


Brother kindly permits me to ask questions, or present 
truth, in any form, and [ gratefully avail myself of the privilege. 

A picture presents itself to my mind. Br. has a son, 
The boy has been in perilous circum- 
stances, and comes to his father hungry, thirsty, and all want. 
His heart has been abundantly assured, from a knowledge of your 
nature and the resources at your command to gratify the prompt- 
ings of your benevolent wishes, that he has but to come and pre- 
sent his case, in order to have all his need supplied. He specifies 
his wants, for he has heard his father say, ‘* Ask what you will, 
my son, and it shall be given you.” ‘Thus, at your bidding, he 
begins to specify his wants, aud says, ‘ Father, I am thirsty, give 
me water.’ The request is answered; he drinks, and at, once 
feels precisely the effect anticipated. | . 

ask — Did. your father give you water 


Should he, with 


perhaps a saddened countenance, reply, ‘“‘ { do not know ; I only 


know that it was water I wanted.” ‘But did not your father 
assure you, that he would give just what you asked ; and does 
not the effect answer your auticipations ?” “Yes, my system 1s 
indeed greatly invigorated, but yet I cannot determine, — it may 
be sometliing else.” 


4 


‘ But your father knew that you needed water, and it.was be- 


cause he saw your need, and had a plentiful supply, that he told 
you, you should have it, if you asked for it; and how can you 


reconcile the conduct of your father with truth? Does the gene- 


ral bearing of his conduct toward you warrant this want of con- 
fidence? Do you not know that you cast a shade upon the 


character of your father, by indulging in this mode of reasoning : 
* .<. And which would you have me question : The paternal love | 


— ability — or fidelity, of your father, all seem to be involved.” 

Your son looks toward.me reproachfully, and thinks me un- 
kind, and yet I know not how, from his statement of the case, to 
arrive at other conclusions ; and however much he may be pain- 


ed, he alone is responsible for the untrue, or unkind thoughts I 


may entertain of his father. 


‘Br. 
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’$ spirit was ‘all athirst for the fountain of life and 
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purity. His Heavenly Father had civen him to see the image of 
his Savior infinitely desirable. The conditions upon which it 
was to be received, were set before you, and your spirit complied. 
The Holy Spirit urged you to take the image of your Savior, 
assuring you He had taken yours. You made the exchange — 

‘¢ pave him your sin, and took his purity — gave him your shame, 
and took his honor — gave him your helplessness, and took his 
strength — gave him your death, and took his everlasting life.” 
Yes, you made the exchange. 

It was not In your own strength, that you were enabled to ex- 
change your own vile image for the blessed likeness of your Sa- 
vior. But you did, through grace, do it, and, here was fidelity 
on your part. Was God unfaithful in the performance. of his 
part of the engagement : How can it be otherwise, if the posi- 
tion in which you stand be correct? If the want of fidelity on 
the part of God ‘is not implied in the attitude in which you stand, 


I do not apprehend pope experience, and must wait to be further } 
informed. 


Now, dear brother, do you not think this. position inconsistent ? 
“Does it not intimate a fault on the part of your Savior?” 
And yet your whole heart is saying, “IT have no fault to find 
withimy Savior,” his na: ne is < faithful and true.’ You have 
acknowledged, that at the moment you made the “exchange” 
the surrender of self; He was at once true to the aaierinench 
of His part of the engagement. To use your own words, “His 
omnipotent hand was laid upon you—you felt it not only out- 


awardly but inwardly — it pressed’ upon your whole being, and 


diffused all through and through it a sin- consuming, holy energy. 


As it passed downward, your heart, as well'as you head, was | 


conscious of the presence of this soul- cleansing” energy, under 
which you fell to the e fldor, and. in joyful surprise, at the moment 
cried out with a loud voice. Still the hand of power wrought 
within and without, and wherever at ubed, it seemed! te leave 
impress of the Savior’s image.” 

Now, brother, was God true and faithful? > 

Your own: confession has thrown the want of fidelity on your- 
- self, and here IT know you would-have it rest. But will you, by 
a word, thought, or look, in future be instrumental. in cherish-. 
ing, In any One heart, the impression that. your Heavenly Father, 
after having induced you to specify your wants, might possibly 
have given “something else in place of what he had “caused you 
to ask for? I think the lessons in doctrine, reproof, correction, 
and instruction in righteousness, contained in the first paragraph 
of the 2d chapter of Luke, meets your case precisely, 
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A specific request is here made, the friend wanted three 
loaves. Because of his importunity, his friend rises, and gives 
as many as he needs. And then the Savior says, “ Ask and it 
shall be given you, &c. If a son shall ask bread of you that is 
a father, will he give him a stone? or, if he ask a fish will he 
give him a serpent? or, if he shall ask an egg will he give him a 
scorpion?” | 

You know, dear brother, that your Heavenly Father gave just 
the blessing you asked for, and your error has been in not con- 
fessing with your lips his faithfulness in fulfilling his promises. 
Your heart has believed, but your lips have not fully, freely and 
habitually made confession. And thus your part of the work 

has been left in part unfulfilled. Do you not think, Brother, 

that the time past:should suffice? Would not God have been 

much more honored through your instrumentality, had you not 

refrained your lips, but fully and freely declared, with David, to 

the great congregation, the faithfulness of your God? O! no 

-{  \longer hide in any degree his righteousness within your heart :’ 

» redeem the time, and be assured, that the more you hold up the 

light that God has enkindled, the more gloriously will your own 
soul become illuminated. 

A very holy man once said, he felt it his duty to confess to 
the outside of what he enjoyed —assured that it not only 
honored God, but humbled the creature. And, dear brother, | 
know you will find it so in your own experience. I think you 

- must begin to feel that you have been kept back from more open 
' confession, by a well-circumstanced device of the enemy of God, 
ee _of holiness, of your soul; and, if you continue longer thus, will 
‘not’ the enemy secure‘a partial triumph? Are you as strongly 
'_. empowered to serve the cause of holiness, and honor -your Savior, 

Who has imparted his image to you, as if you were enabled to 

declare at all times, unhesitatingly, that he sanctifies and saves 

you fully ? 
An encouraging thought presents. You know it ts said that 
the wrath of our enemies shall praise him. Now, Brother, should | 

you take pains to give publicity to your failure, in not confessing a 

more specifically the great work that God has wrought for you? , | 

Your testimony might reach, and bring out many more among 1 

the dear brethren in the ministry, similarly conditioned with | tp 

yourself — and surely this would not be a small service to the | 
church. | 
You know how much the cause requires witnesses among the Ay 
ministry ; witnesses “that speak of that they know, and testify | i 
of that they have seen,” and for want of such testimony, the work i 
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is less prosperous among the people than it would otherwise be. 
You know the Word directs us for example in faith and practice 
to the ministry, “whose faith follow ‘For the priest’s lips 
should keep knowledge, and the people should seek the law at 
his mouth.” | 

If such is the responsible attitude in which God’s ambassadors 
stand, surely Jesus says, more appealingly to them than to us, 


‘Ye are my witnesses ;” and the account of their stewardship, 
when called to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus, may 


be found to be vastly less satisfactory, from the very fact that the 


testimony of their own experience had not been more fully 


brought out before the people. Be Pre 


A VARIETY OF ARGUMENTS 


TO PROVE THE MISCHIEVOUSNESS OF THE DOCTRINES OF 
CHRISTIAN IMPERFECTION. 


BY REV. MR. FLETCHER. 


(See the Guipr for January and February, 1845.) . 


The arguments of the preceding section are produced to 


show the assurpity of Mr. Hill’s doctrine of -Christian imperfec- 
tion; those which follow are intended to prove the miscHIEVOUS- 
ness of that modish tenet. _ ; 

I. It strikes at that doctrine of salvation by faith. ‘By grace 
are ye saved through faith,” not only from the guilt and outward 
acts of sin, but also from its root and secret buds. <‘ Not of 
works,’’* says the apostle, “lest any man should [Pharisaically] 
boast; ’’ and may we not add, Not of peatrn, lest he that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil, should [absurdly] boast : 
Does not what strikes at the doctrine of faith, and abridges the 
salvation which we obtain by it, equally strike at Christ’s power 
and glory? Is it not the business of faith to receive Christ’s 


*Heré, and in somé; other places, St. Paul by ‘* works” means only the deeds of a 
Christless, anti-mediatorial law, and the obedience paid to the Jewish govenant, which is 
frequently called *‘ the law,” in Opposition to the Christian covenant, which is commonly 
called ‘‘ the Gospel,” that is, the Gospel of Christ, because Christ’s Gospel is the most 
excellent of all the Gospel dispensations. The apostle, therefore, by the expression, *‘ not 
of works,’”’ does by no means exclude from “final” salvation, the law of faith, and the 


works done in obedience to that law: for, in the preceding verse, he secures the obedi- | 


ence of faith when he says, “ Ye are saved, [that is, made partakers of the blessing of the 
Christian dispensation.) by grace through faith,” Here then the word “ by grace” 
secures the first Gospe] axiom, and the word “ through faith” secures the second. 
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saving word, to apprehend the power of his sanctifying Spirit, 
and to inherit all the great promises by which he saves his peni- 
tent, believing people from their sins? Is it not evident, that if 
no believers can be saved from indwelling sin through faith, we 
must correct the apostle’s doctrine, and say, “By grace are ye 
saved from the remains of sin, through death?” And can un- 
prejudiced Protestants admit so Christ-debasing, death-exalting a 
teriet, without giving a dangerous blow to the genuine doctrines 
of the reformation ? 

If. It dishonors Christ as a Prophet: for, as such, he came to 


teach us to be now “ meek and lowly in heart:” but the imper- — 


lect gospel of the day teaches that we must necessarily continue 
passionate and prond in heart till death; for pride and immode- 
rate anger are, | apprehend, two main branches of indwelling 
sin. Again: my motto demonstrates that he publicly taught the 
multitudes the doctrine of perfection, and Mr. Hill. insinuates 
that this doctrine is “shocking,” not to say “ blasphemous.” 
[If. It disgraces Christ as the Captain of our salvation; for 
St. Paul ‘says, that our Captain furnishes us with ‘‘ weapons 
inighty through God to the pulling down of Satan’s strong holds, 
aud to the bringing of every thought into captivity to the obedi- 
ence of Christ.” But our opponents represent the devil's strong 
hold as absolutely impregnable. No weapons of our warfare 
can pall down Apollyon’s throne. Inbred sin shall maintain tts 
place in man’s heart till death strike the victorious blow. Christ 
may indeed fight against the Jericho within, as “Joab fought 
against Rabbah of the children of Ammon:” but then he must 
send for death, as Joab sent for David, saying, “I have fought 
against Rabbah, and have taken the city of waters: now, there- 


fore, gather the rest of the people together, encamp against the 
city, and take it, lest I take the city, and it be called \after my 


name,” 2 Sam. xii. 27, 28. “fe ee 

[V. It pours contempt upon him as the Surety of the new cov- 
enant, in which God has engaged himself to deliver obedient be- 
lievers “from their enemies, that they: may serve him without 
[tormenting] fear, all the days of their lives.” For how does he 


execute his office in this respect, if he never sees that such) be-; 
lievers be delivered from their most oppressive and inveterate 


enemy, indwelling sin? Or if that deliverance takes place only 
at death, how can they, in consequence of their death freedom, 
99 

“serve God without fear all the days of their lives: 


V. It affronts Christ as a King, when it represents the believ- — 


ers heart, which is Christ’s spiritual throne, as being necessarily 


full of indwelling. sin,—a spiritual rebel, who, notwithstanding — 
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‘the joint efforts of Christ and the believer, maintains his power 
against them both during the term of life. Again: does not a 
good king deliver his loyal subjects from oppression, and avenge 
them of a tyrannical adversary, when they cry to him in their 
distress? But does our Lord show himself such a king, if he 
never avenge them, nor turn the usurper, the murderer, sin, out 
of their breasts? Once more: if our deliverance from sin de- 
pend upon the stroke of death, and not upon a stroke of Christ’s 
grace, might we not call upon the king of terrors, as well as 
upon the king of saints, for deliverance from the remains of sin? 
But where is the difference between saying, ‘‘O death, help us!” 
and crying, “O Baal, save us?” 

VI. It injures Christ as a Restorer of pure, spiritual worship 
in God’s spiritual temple, the heart of man. For it indirectly 
represents him as a Pharisaic Savior, who made much ado about 
driving, with a whip, harmless sheep and oxen out of his Father’s 
material temple; but who gives full leave to Satan, not only to 
bring sheep and doves into the believer’s heart, but also to har- 
bolle and breed there during the term of life, the. swelling toad, 
pride ;}and the hissing viper,,envy ; to say nothing of the greedy 


, dog, avarice, and: the filthy swine, impurity ; under pretence of 


“exercising the patience, and engaging the industry of the 
worshippers, if we may believe the Calvin of the day. : 

VIt. It insults Christ as a Priest; for our Melchisedec shed 
his all-cleansing blood wupon the cross, and now pours his. all- 


availing prayer before the throne ; asking, that, upen evangelical 


terms, we may now be “cleansed from all unrighteousness, and 
perfected in one.” But if we assert that believers, let them be 
_ ever so faithful, can never he thus: cleansed and: perlosted | in one 
till death comes to the: ‘Savior’s assistance, do we!not place our 
. Lord’s cleansing blood, and, ‘powerful intercession; and of con- 


sequence his’ priesthood, in an unscriptural and: contemptible 
hight?» 


Should | Mr. Hill attempt to retort this argument by saying — 


“that it is our doctrine. not his, which derogates from the honor 
of Christ’s priesthood, because we should no longer need! our 


\ High Priest’s blood :if we were cleansed from all sin:” | reply: 


Perfegt Christians need as mu¢h the virtue ‘Christ's 
blood, to prevent the guilt and pollution of sin from returning, as 
imperfect Christians want it to drive that cuilt and pollution 


4 


away. ‘It is not enough that the blood of the true paschal Lamb_ 


has been sprinkled uponsour souls to keep off the destroyer; it 


must still remain there to hinder his coming back ‘ with seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself.” 2), Mr. Hill i is in the 
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dark; he calls for a light; and when it is brought, he observes, 
The darkness of the room is now totally removed. “Is it so, 
sir?”’ replies his footman; “then you need these candles no 
more; if. they have totally removed the darkness of your apart- 


ment, you have no more need of them.” Mr. Hill smiles at the 


absurdity of his servant’s argument; and yet it is well if he does 
not admire the wisdom of my opponent’s objection. (3.) The 
hearts of perfect Christians are cleansed, and kept;clean by faith; 
Christian perfection means the perfection of Christian faith, 


whose property it is to endear Christ and his blood more and > 


more ; nothing then can be less reasonable than to say that, upon 
our principles, perfect believers have done with the atoning blood. 
(4.) Such believers continually ‘‘overcome the accuser of the 
brethren through the blood of the Lamb; there is no moment, 
therefore, in which they can spare it: they are feeble believers 
who can yet dispense with its constant application ; and hence it 
is that they continue feeble. None make so much use of Christ’s 


blood as perfect Christians. -Once it was only their medicine, - 


which they took now and then, when a fit of fear, or a pang of 


guilt, obliged them to it; but now it is the Divine preservative, 
which keeps off the infection of sin. Now it is the reviving cor- 
dial, which they take to -prevent their ‘‘growing weary, or faint 
in their minds.” Now it is their daily drink ; now it is what they 
sprinkle their every thought, word, and work with. In a word, 
at is that blood, which constantly speaks before God and in their 
consciences “better things than the blood of Abel,” and actually 
procures for them all the blessings which they enjoy or expect. 
To say, therefore, that the doctrine of Christian perfection super- 


- sedes the need of Christ’s blood, is‘not less absurd than to assert 


that the perfection of navigation renders the great deep a useless 
reservoir of water. Lastly: are not the satnts before the throne 
perfectly sinless?) And who are more ready than they to extol 
the blood and sing the song of the Lamb: “To him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his blood, be glory,” &e: 
If an angel preached to them the modern Gospel, and desired 
them to plead for the remains of sin, lest they should lose their 
peculiar value for the atoning blood ; would not they all suspect 
him! to be -an angel of darkness, transforming himself into an 
angelof light? And shall we be the dupes of the tempter, who 
deceives good’ men, that they may deceive us by a similar argu- 
ment ? 


VIIL. It discredits Christ as the Fulfiller of the Father's 


promise, and as the Sender of the indwelling, abiding Comforter, 
in order that our joy may be full. For the Spirit never takes his 
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Bi} : constant abode as a Comforter in a heart full of indwelling sin. 

as If he visit such a heart with his consolations, it is only ‘as a 

| . guest that tarrieth but a day.” -When he enters a soul fraught 

Bin: with inbred corruption, he rather acts asa Reprover than as a 
ia Comforter; throwing down the tables of the spiritual money- 
EF) changers; hindering the vessels, which are not lioliness unto the 
in Lord, from being carried through God’s spiritual temple, and ex- 


pelling, according to the degree of our faith, whatsoever would 
make God’s house “a den of thieves.” 
‘7 | . But, instead of this, Mr. Hill’s doctrine considers the heart of 
a believer as a “‘den of lions;”’ and represents Christ’s Spirit, 
not as the destroyer, but as the keeper of the wild beasts and 
evil tempers which dwell therein. This I conclude from these 
4 words of the Rev. Mr. Toplady :—‘“‘ They,” indwelling sin and 
unholy tempers, ‘do not quite expire. till the renewed soul is 
taken up from earth to heaven. In the meantime these heated 
cen) remains of depravity will, too often, like prisoners in a dungeon, 
4! crawl toward the window, though in chains, and! show themselves 
through the grate.. Nay, I do not know whether the strivings of 
fe | ', | Inherent corruption for mastery be not, frequently, more violent 
ty 4.) regenerate person, than even in one who is dead in tres- 
passes; as wild beasts are sometimes the more rampant and furi- 
| ous for being wounded.” (See Caveat against Unsound Doc- 
trines, p. 65.) When I read this Gospel, I cannot but throw in 
a Caveat, against Mr. Toplady’s Caveat. -For if his be not un- 
sound, every body must allow it to be uncomfortable and unsafe. 
Who would not think it dreadfully dangerous to dwell with one 
wild beast that cannot be killed, unless we are first killed our- 
a | selves ? Pi gee much more dangerous js it to be condemned to 
| , dwell for life with a number of them which are not only immor- 
+ tal, so long as we are alive, but “are sometimes the more ram- 
pant and furious for being wounded!”’ The Savior preached by 
in Mr. Toplady only wounds the Egyptian dragon, the inward Pha- 
7 + ~ raoh, and. makes him rage, but our Jesus drowns him in the sea 
Lt as B | of his own blood, barely by stretching out the rod of his power, 
| eit sah when we stretch out to him our arms of faith: Mr, Hills Re- 
deemer only. takes Agag as double-minded : Saul did ; 
ig? ae but our Redeemer “hews him in pieces” as upright Samuel. 
The Christ of the Calvinists says, ‘ Confine the enemy ; though 
Hits he may possibly be fiercer than before.” But ours “thrusts out ; 
the enemy before us, and says, Destroy,” Deut. xxxiii. 27. O, 
ae , _-ye preachers of finished salvation, we leave it to your candor to 
foe’ ‘ decide which of these doctrines brings most glory to the saving — 
name of Jesus. 
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IX. The doctrine of our necessary continuance in indwelling 
sin to our last moments, makes us naturally overlook or despise 


the “exceeding great and precious promises given unto us, that 
by these we might be partakers of the Divine nature,” that is, 


of God’s perfect holiness, ‘having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through lust,” 2 Pet. 1.4; and thus it naturally 
defeats the full effect of evangelical truths and ministerial labors ; 
an effect this, which is thus described by St. Paul; “ teaching 


every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect 


in Christ Jesus,” that is, perfect according to the richest dispen- 


sation of Divine grace, which ts “the Gospel of Christ Jesus,” 


(Col. i. 28. Again: “The Scripture is profitable for instruction 


im righteousness, that ‘the man of God may be perfect, thorough- 
ly furnished to all good works,” 2 Tim. ii. 16. Now we appre- 
hend that the perfection which thoroughly furnishes believers 
unto all good works, is a perfection productive of all the ‘“ good 
works,’ evangelically as well as providentiaily, “ prepared that 
we should walk im then” before death : because, (whatever Mr. 
Hill may insinuate to the contrary in England, and father Walsh 
at Paris,) the Scriptures say, ‘‘ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might ; for’ there is no work nor device” in 
death, that is, “in the grave whither thou goest.” For as the 
tree falls, so it lies: if it falls full of rottenness with a brood of 
Vipers, and a never-dying worm in its hollow centre, it will con- 


tinue in that very condition ; and wo to the man who trusts that 


the pangs of death will kill the worm, or that a purgative fire 
will spare the rotten wood and consume the vipers ! 

X. It defeats in’ part the end of the Gospel precepts, to the 
tulfilling of which Gospel promises are but means. All the 
law, the prophets,” and the apostolic writings, “ hang on these 


{ two commandments: — Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 

' all thy heart, and thy neighbor as’ thyself,” through penitential 
faith in the lizht of thy dispensation ; that 1S, in two words, thou 

shalt be evangelically perfect. Now, if we believe that it is ab- 
solutely linpossible to be thus perfect by keeping these two 

eblessed commandments in faith, we cannot but believe also that 


oe ae God, wlio requires us to keep ‘them, 1s defective in wisdom, 
equity, and goodness, by requiring us to do what‘ is ‘absolutely 

« npossible ; and we represent our Church as a wicked step 


“mother who betrays her children into the wanton commission of 


perjury, by requiring of every one of them, in the sacrament of 
baptism, a most solemn vow, by which they bind themselves, in 


, the presence of God and of the congregation, that “they will 


keep God’s holy will and commandments,” that is, that they will 
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keep God’s evangelical law, “ and walk in the same all the days 
of their life.” | 
XI. It has a necessary tendency to unnerve our deepest 
prayers. [low can we pray in faith that God would help us to 
‘do his will on earth as it is done in heaven,’’ or that he would 
“cleanse the thoughts of our hearts, that we may perfectly love 
him and worthily magnify his holy name:” how can we, [ say, 
ask this in faith, if we disbelieve the very possibility of having 
these petitions answered? And what poor encouragement has 
Epaphras, upon the scheme which we oppose, “always to labor 
fervently for the Colossians in prayer, that they might stand per- 
fect and complete in the\will of God;” or St. Paul to wish that | 
“the very God of peace would sanctify the Thessalonians wholly, 
and that their whole, spirit, and soul, and body, might be pre- 
served blameless,” if these requests could not be granted before 
death, and were unavoidably to be granted to them and to all be- 
lievers in the article thereof ? | | 
It, soothes lukewarm, unholy professors, and encourages! 
them to sit quietly under the vjne of Sodom, and under their |: 
own barren fig tree: I mean baneful influence of their 
unbelief and indwelling sin ; ngthing being more pleasing, to the 
carnal mind than this syren song : —1t is absolutely impossible 
that the thoughts of your hearts should be cleansed in this life. — 
God himself does not expect that you should be purified from all * 
iniquity on this side the grave, It is proper that sin should 
dwell in your hearts by unbelief, to erdear Christ to you, and so’ 
to work together for ,your good.” The ‘preachers of mere =f 
‘morality insinuate that God dées not forgive sins before death. .~ & 
This dangerous, uncomfortable doctrine mps the faith ‘of penis = 
dents, who think it absurd to expect before death what they are 
taught they can ouly receive at death. And as it is with the=par- 
don of sins, so it is also with “cleansing frond all unrighteous- 
ness.’ preachers of Christian imperfection tell their hear- 
. ers that nobody can be cleansed from heart sin before death. 
~ This new doctrine makes them secretly trust in ‘a death purga- 
_ tory, and ginders them from pleading in fajth the promises of full 
sanctification béfore death stares them in facé; while ‘others, 
Jike spared Agag, madly venture upon the spear of the king of — " 
terrors with their hearts full of indwelling sin. “The dead tell no 
- tales now; but it will be well, if, in the day of resurrection, those. 
‘who plead for the necessary indwelling of siy during the term of 
life, do not meet in the great day with some deluded souls, who 
will give them no thanks for betraying them, to their se mo- 
ments, into the hands of indwelling sin, by insinuating that there 
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can be no deliverance from our evil tempers before we are ready 
to exchange a death-bed for a coffin. 

XIII. It greatly discourages willing Israelites, and weakens 
the hands of the faithful spies who want to lead feeble believers 
on, and to take by force the kingdom which consists in righte- 
ousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost; nothing being more 
proper to damp their ardor than such a speech as this: —*“ You 


may strive against your corruptions and evil tempers as long as 


‘ you please: but you shall never get rid of them; the Jericho 
within is impregnable: it is fenced up to heaven, and garrisoned 
by the tall, invincible, immortal sons of Anak: so strong are 
these adversaries, that the twelve apostles, with the help of Christ 
and the Holy Ghost, could never turn one of them out of his post. 
Nay, they so buffeted and overpowered St. Paul, the most zealous 
of the apostles, that they fairly took him prisoner, ‘sold him 
under sin,” and made him groan to the last, ‘O wretched, carnal 

. man that T am, who shall deliver me from the law of my inbred 
' corruptions, which brings be, into captivity to the law of sin: I 
thank God through death. So then with the flesh,’ you must, as 
well as St. Paul, ‘serve the law of sin’ till you die. Nor need 
you fret at these tidings; for they are the pure Gospel of Christ, 
the genuine doctrines of free grace and Christian liberty. In 
Chiist you are free, but in yourselves you must continue to serve 
the law of sin: and indeed why should you not do it, since the 
sins of a Christian are for his geod, if we believe Mr. Hill; for 
the most grievous falls — falls into repeated acts of adultery and 
~ deliberate murder, serve to make us know our place, to drive us 


hearer to Christ, and to make us sing louder the praises of re-_ 
Storing grace.” | Besides, that “gentleman represents those who. 


-* preach deliverance from indwelling sin before we go into a death 
purgatory, as “men of a Pharisaic cast ; blind men, who never 
saw their own hearts ; proud men, who oppose the righteousness 
of God; vain men, who aspire at robbing Christ of the glory of 

being alone without sin: in short, men who hold doctrines 


which are shocking, not to say blasphemous.” “a 3 
_ How would this speech damp our desires after salvation from 
| ~ndwelling sin! [ow would, it make us hug the cursed chains 
Of our inbred corruptions, if the cloven foot of the imperfect, 
unchaste Diana, which it holds out to public view without Gos- 
pel sandals, were not sufficient to shock us back from this impure 
gospel to the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ! And yet (if lam not 
mistaken) this dangerous speech only unfolds the scope of Mr. 
Hill’s Creed for Perfectionists.” 
XIV. To conclude, The modish doctrine of Christian imper- 
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fection and death purgatory is so contrived, that carnal men will 
always prefer the purgatory of the Calvinists to that of the Pa- 
pists. For the Papists prescribe I know not how many cups of | 
Divine wrath and dire vengeance, which are to be drunk by the 
souls of the believers who die half purged, or three parts cleans- : 
ed. These half-damned, or a quarter-damned creattres, must H 
go through a severe discipline, and fiery salvation, in the very 
suburbs of hell, before they can be perfectly purified. But our 
opponents have found out a way to deliver half-hearted believers : 
out of all fear in this respect. Such believers need not “ utterly 
abolish the body of sin” in .this world. The inbred man of sin 

not only may, but he shall live as long as we do. You will 
possibly ask, ‘‘ What is to become of this sinful guest? Shall he 

take us to hell, or shall we take him to heaven? If he cannot 

die in this world, will Christ destroy him in the next?”. No: 

here Christ és almost left out of the question, by those who prey 
‘tend to be determined to ‘know nothing but Christ, and him 
crucified.” Our indwelling adversary is not destroyed by the 
brightness of the Redeemer’s spiritual appearing, but by ;the 
glootn of the appearance ot death. Thus they have found another ) 
Jesus; another Savior; from: sin. The king of terrors comes 
the assistance of Jesus’s sanctifying grace, and instantaneously — | 
delivers the carnal believer from indwelling pride, unbelief, eov- } 
etousness, peevishness, uncharitableness, love of the world, and 
inordinate affection. Thus the clammy sweats, brought on by 
the greedy monster, kill, it seems, the trge of sin, of which the 
blood of Christ could’ only kill the buds! The dying sinner’s _ 
breath does the capital work oftthe Spirit of holiness! And by | 
the most astonishing of all miracles, the faint, infectious, last gasp 

of asinfal believer, blows away, in the twinkling of an eye, the 


, 


great mountain ‘of inward Corruption, which all the means of 4! 


. gtace, all the faith, prayers, and, sacraments of twenty,,perhaps. » 


* of forty yedrs, with all the love in the heart of dur Zerubbabel, » 


ali the blood in his veins, all the power in his hands, and all the 
faithfulness in his breast, were never?able to. remove! If this 
doctrine be true, how greatly was St. Padl mistaken when he ia 
said, ‘The sting of death is sin, &c. Thanks be to | 

giveth us the victory through’Christ our‘ Lord!’ Shoald he not. 
said, Death’is the curé of sin, instead bf saying, “Sin is 
the sting of death?” And. should not his praises flow thus: | 
s¢ Thanks be to,God, who giveth us the victory thrdugh pearH, 
our great and only deliverer from our ‘greatest and fiercest ene- 

my, indwelling sin?” 
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Ewe THE LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL. 


‘* Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, whosoever cominitteth sin is the 
vervaat of sins Ifthe Son, therefore, shall mike you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 


John viii. 34, 36, 


If Thou, O God! wilt make my spirit *free, 
Then will that darkened soul be free indeed ; 
I cannot break my bonds, apart from thee, 
? Without Thy help I bow and serve and bleed. 
Arise, O Lord! and in thy matchless strength, 
_ Asunder rend the links my heart that bind, 
- And liberate and raise and save, at length, 
long enthralled and subjugated mind. 
t | And then, with strength and beauty in her wings, 
| My quick soul shall take an upward flight, 
, 3 | And in thy blissful presence, King of kings! / 
| Rejoice in liberty and life and light, 
In renovated power and conscious truth, 


In faith and cheerful hope, in love and endlces youth. 
i 


BAPTISM OF LOVE. 


it sometimes happens that the Christian finds his soul bathed afresh as it 
Were in the waters of life, and the consequence is that his spiritual system: 
Is invigorated, and the deep pulsations of love‘to God and;to man beat with 
‘quidkened vitality. It is often, perhaps usually, preceded by deep selfabase- 
iment, — a sinking of one’s self ‘into conscious nothingness, so that the cus- 
tomary currents of ear thly affection aud selfish interest disappear, lost appa-. 
rently under a near view of the glory of Jesus, and the great guilt of being 
s0 little like him and of doing so little for 7 Then the soul goes farth to 
God with a sense of emptiness, crafing to be filled with His fulness. Into 
Such a vacuum, the waters of life are sure to flow till it is filled quite to, 
overflowing. Love now fills the whole soul. To say that you have enmity: 4 
against tio one seems saying utterly too little. You love your'fe ‘Hlow-beings . 
with deep, intense affection. It is no longer a doubtful que stion whether 
you love your brethren. The little disturbing collisions — the outbursts of 
nervous irritability, the repellences of apparent distance or distrust, —all 
these are gone, and you can scarcely realize the emotions or the trials they 
once occasioned. O, it is so much like heaven to have one ’s bosom filled 
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with love to all! Does the reader know what this is? God grant you may 
—for without it you have not yet begun to know the blessedness of the 
Christian life. 

When will such a baptism of love pervade the whole nominal church of 
Jesus Christ? Sectarian antipathies would melt before it. All hearts that 
really love the same Savior would blend together in the tenderest Christian 
sympathy. The most knotty cases of difficulty between brethren would he 
settled before another sun-down, and those long-alienated brethren would 
eontend for the honor of the most humble confession — would claim the 
pre-eminence in their share of the mutual guilt, and would vie with each 
other in the praises of that grace which could endure and can forgive them. 
Then you might hear them tell of the bliss of that peace and love whose 
seat is deep in the soul. O let distracted churches pray for a baptism of 
love ! — Oberlin Evangelist. 


| 
LINES. 


Lily on the waters sledpirig( Immortality engraven = | 
I willlearnofthee; ¢ In its depths, and light 4 
Stdinless thy white robe thou’rt keeping, Shining in upon the fountains, 
And thou floatest free. Makes the waters bright. 
And the light within thy bosom! : 
Free from.dimness burns, | thy life, then, like petals. 
For the puréness of its shining | Free from every sta 
Bright to brighter turns. i , So the Life of Life within thee 
Brighter shall remai 
Therefore, if within thy spirit : > Though upon the waters floating 
Light from heaven is set, | To eternity, 
Let it close in pureness round it ; . Rest thee fearless ; for thy waking 
For the soul hath fee | Fraught with bliss shall 
) 
| END OF VOL. 
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